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Athletic 
ACES 
A new program offet(f 
academic tMdutance 
to dtudent atbfeted. 
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F inding balance between the demands of academics, athletics, and social life is a 
daily challenge for student 
athlete G. Deon Maddox. 
"It can really be difficult, especially 
as a freshman, to arrive at college and 
be faced with so many responsibili -
ties," says the fourth-year finance and 
marketing major and Orange wide 
receiver. "You really need to have 
someone you can talk with to help 
you sort things out, set priorities, and 
keep on track." 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA). ACES is one of 
46 life-skills pilot programs introduced 
in recent years by the NCAA on col-
lege campuses across the country. 
Tom Perry, director of Student-
Athlete Support Services and associate 
director of Athletics, heads up the 
ACES program at SU. He explains 
that four key concepts have been iden-
tified as critical to the success of stu-
dent athletes both as individuals and 
team members: choice, integrity, 
accountability, and commitment. "The 
role of ACES is to provide 
experiences and opportuni-
ties that help athletes realize 
their potential by under-
standing and applying these 
concepts in their daily 
lives," Perry says. 
One way this is achieved 
is through academic advis-
ing, where students meet 
regularly with one of four 
staff advisors to discuss 
their academic progress. "I 
meet with my advisor to dis-
cuss different ways to reach 
and obtain my goals," says 
Maddox. "My advisor 
understands w here I'm com-
ing from and where I want 
to go. His willingness to lis-
ten to me and offer advice 
when I need it has really 
been helpful." 
Orangemen running back Kyle Mcintosh signs up for study time at the Athletes Center for Educational Services (ACES), a pro-
gram based at Manley Field House that offers academic guidance and support to student athletes. 
Perry says the contribu-
tions of the acad emic advi-
sors extends far beyond the 
c lassroom. "Advisors are 
here to provide support and 
direction for student ath-
letes and encourage them to 
In an effort to assist student athletes 
like Maddox, Syracuse University's 
Department of Athletics has estab-
li shed the Athletes Center for 
Educational Services (ACES), a pro-
gram based at Manley Field House 
that offers academic guidance and sup-
port to athletes. "The goal of ACES is 
to provide them with li fe-e nhancing 
experiences, bridging the gap between 
the university experience and career 
goals," says Emi ly Ward, Education 
Resources Program coordinator with 
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participate in other campus 
activities," he says. "SU values student 
athletes' contributions to our ath letic 
programs. In return we want them to 
enjoy the total campus experience by 
getting involved with the non-sports 
clubs, organizations, and activities." 
Another way student ath letes 
receive assistance is through the three-
credit course Developmental Issues of 
College Age Adults (EDP 100). First-
year student athletes are required to 
take the course which is taught by pro-
fessors from various SU colleges. 
1
Charron and Cox: Bleachers
Published by SURFACE, 1996
"EDP 100 assists incoming students 
in coping e ffectively with the transition 
from high school to college," says Alan 
Goldberg, a professor in the School of 
Education and program coordinator. 
"It is designed for student athletes, but 
is not unique to them. It is useful for 
every student." 
Goldberg says that student athletes 
face special demands-traveling to and 
from sporting events, participating in 
team practices, following strict training 
regimens- that are constant challenges 
to their ability to effectively manage 
time. "Ultimately , one of the program's 
goals is fo r these student athletes to 
r ecognize that skills d eveloped in an 
athletic environment, such as time 
management and working cooperative-
ly, have value in other settings," 
Goldberg say s. 
Rachel Treadwell, a first-year inter-
national relations major and member of 
the wome n's crew team, say s she is 
grateful for the opportunity to attend a 
course like EDP 100. "The class helps 
y ou succeed in every aspect of life as 
y ou go through college and helps you 
dea l with being a student athlete, " she 
says. "Through t he course I learned 
how to cope w ith stress, and d evelop 
study skills that I will apply during my 
years at SU and throughout the rest of 
my life." 
According t o Ward , Sy racuse 
University's EDP 100 is a model for 
w hat the NCAA hoped to achieve by 
piloting the life-skills progr am. "The 
cla s sroom a pproach is a w onderful 
d e live ry sy ste m to student athletes, " 
she says. "It is a win-win situation, 
where athletes r eceive credits toward 
their degrees w hile spending their time 
in a valuable w ay." 
P e rry, too , is pleased with th e 
results. "F or fa r too long the miscon-
cepti o n a b o ut s tude n t a thle t es at 
Sy racuse University has been that the 
a thlete comes first, and then the stu-
dent," he says. "But the r eality is that 
most of these students ' athletic careers 
w ill end a fter g raduation, while their 
other campus experiences will be w ith 
the m t h e rest of th e i r li v es . A C E S 
w ork s t o e n sure t h a t a thle t ics is a n 
important p art, but not the only part , 
of their college careers." 
- H OLLY CHARRON 
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>- If you haven 't been 
back to SU in a few years 
and plan a visit in the near 
future, be sure to include 
as part of your itinerary a 
stop at the "new" Manley 
Field House. 
Manley and adjacent 
Colvin Park have gone 
through some major im-
provements: The field 
house now boasts a pair of The new football wing at Manley Field House. 
attractive two-story wings, while the park features two artificial and 
five grass athletic fields, an outdoor track, a renovated Coyne Field, 
and a lighted soccer stadium that seats 1 ,500. "The whole place 
has really changed dramatically," says Jake Crouthamel, SU's 
director of athletics. "In many ways it's a whole different facility." 
Inside the football wing, a sky-lighted atrium houses an SU 
football hall of fame with photographs, memorabilia, bowl game tro-
phies, and Ernie Davis' 1961 Heisman. The complex also has a tiered 
auditorium, coaches' offices, meeting rooms, a computer cluster, an 
academic support office, and a cafeteria. This spring the wing will 
be named in honor of alumni George R. locolano and the late 
William Petty, both from Auburn, N.Y. locolano and the estate of 
Willam Petty recently gave the University a $1.4 million gift for stu-
dent athlete scholarships and library books. 
The coaches' wing, completed this past summer, brings the 
majority of the University's coaches together under one roof. 
"Everything is more organized now," Crouthamel says. "Previously 
we just stuck people where we had a place to stick them." By con-
solidating the coaches' offices, substantial space has now been 
given to the Office of Athletic Compliance and the Athletes Center 
for Educational Services, which provides student athletes an area 
for study, tutoring, computer work, and other activities. "It's truly a 
state-of-the-art facility for academic services," says Barbara 
Adams, assistant athletic director. 
Reconfigurations and upgrades of Manley Field House have 
also enhanced the weight, training, equipment, and locker rooms. A 
set of double glass doors now leads into a more spacious Manley 
lobby outfitted with renovated trophy cases and a new Wall of 
Honor to be inscribed with the names of major donors to the 
Student Athlete Fund. 
"The conveniences offered within our facility are pretty signifi-
cant, and that's done for a reason," Crouthamel says. "Student ath-
letes spend a lot of time at Manley, and it's important that we pro-
vide them with all the tools necessary to ensure that their educa-
tional and athletic needs are being met." -Jay Cox 
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